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Chère Mme. Janet, chère  Mme. Saillot, Mesdames, Messieurs,
Je vous remercie vivement de m'avoir invité à participer à la fondation de l'Institut Pierre Janet. Je vous adresse toutes mes félicitations pour cette entreprise. Pour notre Société Pierre Janet (Pierre Janet Gesellschaft e.V.) en Allemagne, cet événement est quelque chose de très particulier, c'est un peu comme si le petit frère avait retrouvé sa grande soeur. 
Je continue maintenant mon propos en Anglais que  je parle mieux que le Francais. 
Please allow me to tell you a few words about  the origins and motivation of the German Pierre Janet Gesellschaft e.V., and about its intentions and activities.
Our story began a  few years ago when three individuals who were studying Janet have heard from each other rather accidentally. In my case, my interest for Pierre Janet dates back for about  fifteen years   when I read Janet’s “ Les obsessions et la  psychasthénie” as a cognitive behavioural therapist in a psychiatric clinic  and I thought,   this great (and large) book has to  be translated into German.  
As you certainly know,  until now  there is  a German translation of only one of his books “Les stigmates mentaux des hysteriques”, published in Germany in  1894 with the title: “Der Geisteszustand der Hysterischen. Die psychischen Stigmata.”.  By the way, the translator was Max Kahane, an Austrian  physician and  member of Sigmund Freud’s “Mittwochskreis” in the early times of psychoanalysis.   On the other hand,   in German (speaking) psychiatry , at least until 1914,  Janet’s studies on the psychopathology of hysteria and obsessive neurosis were well known (e.g. Emil Kraepelin, Karl  Jaspers, Eugen Bleuler, Paul Schilder), also  in philosophical psychology (e.g. Wilhelm Dilthey, Erich Rothacker) with respect to his holistic theory of personality (including  a doctoral  dissertation    by Felicitas Kerris from 1938). Later the  reception of Janet’s works  disappeared and did  not  revive despite  the impact of Jean  Piaget’s work in the sixties , with the   exception of the  cultural psychologist Ernst Boesch, who appreciated  Janet’s theory of feelings as action regulations (in “De l’angoisse à l’extase”).   
Then;  in 1990;   I wrote to Professor Henri  Faure of the former Société Pierre Janet, who was very kind.  But at that time I was not able to  not realize the idea of a translation. A few years later I was trained   hypnotherapy in the Milton Erickson Gesellschaft, and again Janet’s name  was present, now  because of his concept of dissociation and  traumatic disorders. At that time, I learned that Onno van der Hart in the Netherlands,  or Paul Brown in Australia and other scholars have opened a new reception of Janet’s work with respect to  this issue and therefore I was encouraged to engage  myself a bit more. 
This engagement  was reinforced by the fact that in these years  sexual abuse,  multiple personality and hysteria were discussed  in a broader cultural  context also in Germany , particularly by Ian Hacking ( “Multiple Persönlichkeit” ,1995) or by  Elisabeth Bronfen ( “Das verknotete Subjekt. Hysterie in der Moderne”,1998), both referring in detail  to Janet.   Additionally,   Elisabeth Roudinesco’s study on the history of psychoanalysis in France (“Wien-Paris: die Geschichte der Psychoanalyse in Frankreich”,  1994) and  the   criticisms of Psychoanalysis, for example  by Malcolm Macmillan ( “Freud evaluated. The completed arc.” ,1994) as well as studies on  the foundations of a  social philosophy of mind by  Jaan  Valsiner and René van der Veer ( “The social mind. Construction of the idea.” ,2000),   have underlined the importance of      Pierre Janet’s   contributions. 
On a symposium on the history of psychology and psychopathology in Freiburg in 1997   I presented a short paper about Janet’s “La médicine psychologique” and its   possible role as  a forerunner of the  programmatic concept of “Allgemeine Psychotherapie”, an idea, which now in German speaking countries is connected with Klaus Grawe. At  this occasion,    Professor Heinz  Schott,  historian of medecin at the University of Bonn gave me the address of Karl Ernst Bühler,  psychiatrist and analytical psychotherapist  at the university of Marburg ( now in Würzburg) , who had talked about Janet’s “Psychological Analysis” on a congress on psychiatry and psychotherapy in Düsseldorf in 1996.   A short time later a collegue of mine whom I told my interest in Janet  said that  another behavioural therapist in Berlin , Nicolas Hoffmann was writing a book about Janet’s contributions for   the conception and therapy of obsessive compulsive disorders . He focussed the pathogenetic function of the “feeling of incompleteness” and its relevance for a modified exposition treatment of OCD-patients. He also stressed the importance of   Janet’s  nosological conception  of “psychasthenia” for instance with respect to cognitive- behavioural treatments of   depersonalization and depression. 
At this place it is worth mentioning that, apart from the German  edition of Henri Ellenberger’s “Die Entdeckung des Unbewußten” with its  extensive chapter on Janet,  there are  only two books about Janet in German language, the first by the Swiss neurologist  Leonard Schwartz “Die Neurosen und die  dynamische Psychologie von Pierre Janet. “ from 1951 and the second by the aforementioned  psychologist  Nico Hoffmann “Zwänge und Depressionen. Pierre  Janet und die Verhaltenstherapie” from 1998.
So a core group of Janet-Students came into being  and in 2000,  after we have learned that the former Société Pierre Janet was dissolved in December 1998,  we decided to found the German Pierre Janet Gesellschaft. Finally  we have found other supporters in  psychiatry and psychotherapy and  the Pierre Janet Gesellschaft e.V.  was established by law in Januar 2002. We all  are convinced that the study of Janet’s oeuvre not only is of an historiographic interest, but will also have  relevance with respect to cognitive and behavioural therapies.
Our aim is the  promotion of  a new reception of Janet’s Oeuvre  in Germany , in particular within the field of cognitive psychotherapy. This should  be done by publication of articles about some of his core conceptions , by translation of at least a  few  of his books, lessons and articles into  German language, as well as  preparing a reader with different texts of Janet with commentaries.   Last but not least we will organize  workshops or symposia.  Due to our clinical and therapeutic practice our topics of interest refer to Janet’s pathopsychology of psychological disorders, his psychotherapeutic system and its  more general foundation by his dynamic psychology of action including subconscious processes. At present three   books of Janet are chosen as possible candidates for   translation:” L’automatisme psychologique” , “La force et la faiblesse psychologique” , “La médecine psychologique”.  An issue of great   importance  is the relation of our Gesellschaft to scholars who research and teach     at universities or institutions. Two  of our founding members are established as professors  in  medical departments and university of fine arts    ( Albert Diefenbacher, Humboldt University Berlin/Universität der Künste Berlin  and   Karl Ernst Bühler, University of Würzburg) and  two members are   professors  of clinical psychology (Peter Fiedler, University of Heidelberg, and Rénaud van Quekelberghe, University of Koblenz - Landau) .  In addition, another  two of our members are   representatives  of research and training  institutions ( Eberhard Bauer , Institut für Grenzgebiete der Psychologie  und Psychohygiene, Freiburg i. Br.,  and Burkhard Peter , Milton Erickson Gesellschaft, München) . 
Our efforts are still at the beginning. Therfore we are very glad about the establishement of the Institut Pierre Janet. It will certainly open up many possibilities, particularly for us in Germany. 
Ladies and gentlemen, in conclusion I will announce to you the  1st Pierre- Janet- Symposium in Germany next year (27 and 28th of May 2005) in Freiburg in Breisgau together with Institut für Grenzgebiete des Psychologie and Psychohygiene (IGPP).  You all are invited to participate. Thank you very much. Merci beaucoup. 
